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Classroom Management Philosophy 

Classroom management is very important, not only for students but also for the teacher. 

My classroom management philosophy is to be an effective teacher by implementing empathy, 

procedures, and expectation.  I will implement empathy by using techniques and strategies from 

the text of Love and Logic.  It is stated in the book of Love and Logic, “The effective teacher 

administers consequences with empathy and understanding, as opposed to anger and lecture” 

(Fay and Funk. p. 36).  Teaching with Love and Logic (2010) builds relationships, allows 

students who are angry to cool down, and gives them a chance to think through the problem.  I 

will teach procedures and expectations the first week of school by rehearsing, reinforcing, and 

reteaching when needed.  Procedures and expectations are important in classroom management 

because if you do not show students how to do something they will not know how to do it or 

know what you expect from them.  They also create a safe and orderly learning environment for 

all students.  I will use information from Wong, H. and Wong, R. (2014) to implement 

procedures that will be appropriate for my classroom.  I will also take strategies from Carrots or 

Sticks (2015) for expectations that I will have for my students and expectations that my students 

might have of me.  

The First Day 

The first day can be the most difficult day for teachers, especially first year teachers.  It is 

important to be prepared for the first week of school because that week will either make or break 

the rest of your school year.  If you do not go over rules and procedures during the first day and 

then continue to rehearse, reinforce, and reteach them, you may end up losing control of your 

students. My plan so to be prepared for the first day of school by having rules and procedures 
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already in place and written down to go over with my students on the first day of school.  I will 

also use the teach, rehearse and reinforce strategy from Wong to help make sure that my students 

know what is to be expected of them in my classroom.  

Classroom Rules 

For my classroom rules I want my students to help me find rules that are important to 

them and I will also add rules that I believe are needed or guide students in the right direction to 

find appropriate rules.  Rules that I think are important to have are the following;  

1. Be Respectful 

o Raise your hand to speak 

o Listen when the teacher is talking 

2. Be Responsible 

o Follow directions 

o Complete assignments of time 

3. Be Caring 

o Use kind words 

o Help others 

4. Be Safe 

o Use materials appropriately  

o Walk, do not run 

Once we have discussed the set of rules and why each rule is important, next I will have 

all the students sign the set of rules saying that they agree.  I will explain to them that if they sign 

the poster that means that they agree to follow the rules, and if they choose not to follow the 
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rules there could be consequences.  Then I will hang the poster on the wall for the class to see. 

This way if I see a student that is not following the classroom rules I will simply say to the 

student, “remember the classroom rules that we created, and you agreed to, how about you go 

back and reread those rules and then you can come back and join us.”  If a student cannot follow 

the rules and must be redirected twice they will lose time at recess and spend that time writing a 

note to me saying why they were not following the classroom rules.  If a student continues to not 

follow the classroom rules after being redirected for the third time I will write a note home to the 

parents and work with them to find a way to help their student.  (See Appendix, Image 1 for 

example of classroom rules.) 

Procedures 

Procedures that I believe will be important to go over on the first day of school include 

how to find a spot, sitting on the rug, transitioning, getting our supplies out, lining up at the door, 

walking through the hall way, how to leave the classroom, and how to dismiss at the end of the 

day.  I will have each of these procedures written down so that I do not forget any procedure or 

any step of the procedure.  I will explain each of these procedures to the class, then I will show 

an example of how the procedure should be done, then lastly, I will have the students practice the 

procedure.  I will have the students rehearse the procedure over and over until they reach my 

expectation, then we will  move onto the next procedure.  Once all the procedures have been 

explained, modeled, and rehearsed we will continue with our day while rehearsing the 

procedures that we have been over.  (See Appendix, Image 2 for rug procedure, Image 3 and 

Image 4 for lining up at the door, and Image 5 for leaving the classroom.) 

Daily Schedule and Agenda 
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Next, we will go over the daily schedule and agenda.  I will have the agenda posted on 

the board in order with the times that each item on the agenda will start.  I will also have some 

sort of marker to mark what item we are on, on the agenda so that students know what to prepare 

for next.  I will also have another area to place the learning target for the day or week so that the 

students and see what we will be doing in each subject and should have reached the learning 

target by the end of the lesson.  (See Appendix, Image 6 for class schedule and Image 7 for 

learning target.) 

Transitions 

After we have went over the class schedule and agenda then we will learn how to 

transition from one subject to another.  After I am done teaching a lesson I will have the students 

spread out throughout the room to explore what we just learned either independently or in groups 

depending on what we are working on.  Once everyone has found a spot to work I will set a 

timer and tell the students how long they have to work before we transition to the next item on 

the agenda.  Then, once the timer has reached five minutes I will use and attention getter to 

remind the students that we have five more minutes until we must clean up.  Once that timer 

stops a song will start to play, that means it is time to start cleaning up and be ready for the next 

item on the agenda before the song stops.  Although, I do not expect the students to finish 

cleaning up and getting ready before the song ends during the first week, I will encourage the 

students to try and clean up before the song ends to make it a fun activity for the students.  I will 

keep a running tally of every time that the students beat the timer and once they reach 50 they 

will get some sort of incentive like a piece of candy or a movie.  (See Appendix, Image 8 for 

attention getters and Image 9 for timers.) 
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Connecting to the Students and Families 

Getting to know my students and their families I believe is important to be an effective 

teacher.  I need to know a few things about my students to connect their interests into my 

lessons.  The day before school starts when the students and parents come to meet me and see the 

classroom I will send home a packet for their parents to fill out about their student, information 

on class dismissal, the class schedule, and information about myself.  On the student information 

paper I would like to parent to tell me important things that I should know about their child 

including; when their birthday is, if they are allergic to anything, if they think or know their 

student has some sort of learning disorder, or if there is anything that the student has a hard time 

doing.  I will also ask them to send along a picture of their students so that I can hang them up in 

the classroom.  On the classroom dismissal paper I will inform the parents on how it will go and 

have them fill out a form of who will be picking up their students each day or if they will be 

riding the bus home, I would like to know the address that they will be bussed to so I can assure 

that the bus drops them off at the right location.  Next information that I will include about 

myself is; where I grew up, where I went to school, why I decided to become a teacher, and my 

goal/goals for the school year.  Then on the first day of school I will introduce myself to the 

students by telling them a few of my favorite things and a few fun activities that I have planned 

for this year.  I will also meet one-on-one with each student throughout the day to get to know 

the students, I will ask the students and write down, a few of their favorites like color, TV show, 

animal, number, letter, and place.  I will also ask the students what their favorite part of school is 

and what they would like to be when they grow up.  Then I will hang up this information with 

their picture on the bulletin board for the first few weeks.  After that I will take them all down 
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and then each week I will pick one student to be the star student and they will go over what is on 

their paper.  (See Appendix A, Image 10 for getting to know the teacher and Image 11 for getting 

to know the student.) 

Behavior Plan 

To ensure that my students have good behavior I will have positive behavior punch card, 

then once they fill their punch card they will receive an incentive like being line leader for the 

week or a candy bar.  I will praise students for good behavior and positive attitudes and let their 

parents know how well their behavior is.  Although, if students do not have good behavior I will 

use positive reinforcement, but if that is not working they will have one warning, if they 

misbehave again I will use the Love and Logic approach by having that students either sit in the 

classroom away from other students or in a separate room and wait for them to cool down before 

talking to them about what happened.  After the student has calmed down I will give the student 

a choice of either telling me what happened and what they could do differently next time or I will 

have them fill out a behavior chart that will ask how they felt, what happened, and what they will 

do differently next time.  After the third misbehavior I will give them a choice of either sitting 

out from recess or they can write a note to their parents/guardians telling them that they were 

misbehaving in class and why they were misbehaving.  If the students do choose to fill out the 

behavior chart or write a note to their parents/guardians I will send it home with the student and 

then contact the parents/guardians to make sure that they have received the note.  When 

contacting the parents/guardians I will explain to them what is happening with their student and 

the classroom rule or procedure that they are not following.  Then I will keep in touch with the 

parents/guardians about their student’s behavior to see if it improves or not to see if we need to 
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figure out something else together to help the student.  (See Appendix A, Image 12 for positive 

behavior punch card and Image 13 for behavior think sheet.) 

Noise Level 

I will monitor noise level by first explaining to my students what each level means; level 

zero is no talking, one is whispering, two is talking normal, three is speaking up, and four is 

outside voices. Then I will explain to the students when each noise level is appropriate and why 

we use these voices when we do.  The I will explain to the students the noise level lights that I 

have on the board and whatever one is lit up that is the noise level we should be at.  If students 

become to loud while they are working throughout the room I will give them one reminder to 

quiet down.  If they start to get to loud again I will have them regather on the group rug, have 

then sit quietly for 30 seconds and then they can get back to work.  Then if they need a third 

reminder they will sit on the rug of 1 minutes, and if a third reminder is needed students will put 

their stuff away and we will move onto the next activity.  (See Appendix A, Image 14 for noise 

level chart.) 

Repetitive Questions 

At address repetitive questions I will have a poster on the board or somewhere in the 

front of the classroom that will tell students what they need, where they can sit in the classroom, 

where to put the assignment when they are done, and what they can work on once they have 

finished.  (See Appendix A, Image 15 and 16 for repetitive question reminders.) 

Where Are You Board 

Next, in my classroom I will have a board for my students to mark if they are going to the 

bathroom, the office, or the library.  The students class number will be on a magnet so when a 
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student leaves that classroom it is their responsibility to move their number down to where they 

are going.  Although, the student still must get permission from me before leaving the classroom. 

This way I know exactly where they are and an estimated time on when they should be back. 

(See Appendix A, Image 17 for where are you board.) 

Check for Understanding 

Because some students learn at different paces, I will make sure that I check for 

understanding throughout my lessons.  This way I know whether to slow down and review what 

we just went over or if I can move on.  I may do this a few different ways, but one easy way is by 

having student give me a thumb up, thumb down, or thumb to the side.  Another way to do this is 

by doing the fist of five; zero meaning I do not understand at all, one meaning I need help, two 

means I could use more practice, three is I understand pretty well, four means I mostly 

understand, and five is I completely understand.  

Helping the Substitute  

For my classroom I will also prepare a binder for any substitute teachers that I may have 

throughout the year.  This will ensure that the teacher will have all the materials that are needed, 

and the students can still learn while I am gone.  In this binder I will include the daily schedule, 

lesson plans, a map of where to find things in my classroom, and attendance list along with the 

students picture, student’s contact information, information about each students along with 

special tips, the classroom rules, behavior plan, classroom/school procedures, and a place for 

them to write how the day went, if there was anything that they did not get a chance to cover, or 

if there were students that were misbehaving.  (See Appendix A, Image 18 for substitute binder 

checklist.) 
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Conclusion 

Classroom management plays a huge role in how students learn and how your school 

year we be.  Without rules and procedures classrooms would be very chaotic and students would 

more than likely not learn much throughout the year.  Therefore, I am going to be prepared for 

the first day of school with rules and procedures from Love and Logic, Carrots and Sticks, and 

the Classroom Management Book ready to go along with the first five weeks of lesson plans. 

Appendix A 
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